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trenches, while only a very few could I unhesitatingly guarantee to have been trenches.
" In the next place the roar of the engine totally drowned out all the reports of the guns, and the explosions of the shells which are such a striking feature of the front.
" To make matters still more undramatic, there was no battle going on at the precise moment when we shot downward out of the clouds, but only a rather languid artillery exchange.
" Even a regulating aeroplane which was sailing round directly below us and about halfway down between us and the earth, was having an exceptionally peaceful time of it.
" We could plainly look down and see the red, white, and blue circles of France painted on the tops of its planes, but there were none of the customary woolly little white clouds of German shrapnel bursting round it.
" Furthermore the batteries right below it and us, whose fire it was correcting by wireless, were so cleverly concealed that they were quite invisible. The only signs of its being a front at all were the bursting shells from the French batteries. These little puffs of smoke in the hazy distance the pilot spotted unerringly, but he had a discouraging time pointing them out to my unaccustomed eyes as we raced along."
Officers of the Royal Flying Corps describe the barbed wire with which the grappled lines of the Allies and the Germans sought to protect themselves, as appearing like a long wavy belt of bluish smoke.
Seldom could human beings be distinguished, for troops did not move in mass, and scarcely ever by daylight, but some of the big advances, when trenches were stormed and hand-to-hand fighting took place, made memorable battle pictures; and these scenes were particularly poignant to aerial scouts, who could see acres of thickly